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decided to give students an 
open choice. All students 
are encouraged to choose 
one vocational subject. In 
addition to this they 
choose two GCSE subjects.  
In order to ensure that 
students make choices 
which suit their individual 
aspirations, the school 
places a great emphasis on 
a rigorous programme of 
support that includes one-
to-one interviews with stu-
dents as necessary, meet-
ings with parents and sup-
port from Careers Wales. 
Students consider their 
choices carefully, especially 
the subjects they enjoy 
most as well as subjects 
they perform well in. Then 
students analyse what 
learning pathway will best 
suit their chosen career 
path. 

Ysgol Y Grango receives national recognition for 
Curriculum Development 

Receiving the WSSA 
commendation on 
behalf of the school 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Staff and students from 
Ysgol Y Grango were de-
lighted to be invited to a 
Welsh Secondary School 
Association presentation 
ceremony in Swansea Civic 
Centre on Wednesday 
18  March 09.  The Asso-
ciation presents awards to 
schools who show stan-
dards of excellence in 
various spheres of school 
development.  

Miss Beryl Price, Deputy 
Headteacher, was pre-
sented with a Certificate 
of Commendation in Cur-
riculum Development for 
the work undertaken at 
the school to support stu-
dents through their choice 
of subjects for their Key 
Stage 4 courses. 
Miss Price said that “the 
new approach adopted by 
the school has had a posi-

tive impact on attendance, 
school inclusion and student 
engagement as well as on 
external examination re-
sults. The school was de-
lighted with the 71% of 
students in year 11 who 
achieved the Level 2 
threshold, prompting the 
LEA to state that Grango 
was the most improved 
school in the authority in 
2008.  We believe that the 
‘shopping basket’ approach 
to option choices has con-
tributed to that improve-
ment”. 

Most schools offer students 
in year 9 a limited choice of 
subjects which are pre-
sented as options lists.  
Students are then made to 
choose one subject from 
each of the options lists. 

In 2005 in Grango it was 

 
Diary dates  
for students  
and parents 

Staff Training Days 
 
Monday 20th April 09 
Friday 26th June 09 

 

Common Transfer Day 
Thursday 9th July 09 

 

Monday 4th May 09 
Bank Holiday 

 

Year 10 Examinations 
begin Friday 5th May 09 

 

GCSE Exams begin 
Tuesday 12 May 09 

 

Friday 22nd May 09 
Progress File Ceremony 

 

Half Term 
Monday 25 May to 
Friday 29th May  
 
Tuesday 9th June 09 
Year 10 reports issued 
 
Thursday 11th June 09 
Year 10 Parents Evening 
 
Tuesday 16th June 09 
Yr8 Reports Issued 
 
Thursday 18th June 09 
Year 8 Parents Evening 
 
Tuesday 23rd June 09 
Yr 7 Reports issued 
 
Thursday 25th June 09 
Year 7 Parents Evening 
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From left to right 
Ms Beryl Price, Deputy 
Headteacher 

Emily Parry, Head girl 

George Smith, Head 
Boy 

Mrs Corbally  Year 9 
Progress Leader 



Science in the Home 
Helping Your Child to Develop an Understanding of Science. 

OPEN MINDS WORKSHOP 
Preparing Year 9 for Key Stage 4 Courses 

Children naturally have an inquisitive nature, exploring new 
places, observing things happen, questioning why?  These are 
the fundamental principles of science which underpin the foun-
dations of our human nature, to achieve the best we can.  The 
science curriculum contains many current developments focus-
ing on areas of Sustainability, the Human Impact on the Envi-
ronment and new novel materials, using theories and more im-
portantly key words, new to many parents and careers, but 
becoming frequently used by the modern media. 

Supporting our young people with the new contemporary sci-
ence curriculum can take many forms; initially a positive atti-
tude and acceptance of the progress of science since many 
parents were at school would be a step towards our goal of 
improved attainment in science, but it can be shown in other 
ways. 

♦ While listening to the TV news, highlight 
science issues, ask if they understand the 
words use, discuss items raised.  Many news 
stories have images on display behind the 
newsreader, discuss what they represent.  
DNA strands or viruses are commonplace 
when the report involves genetics or the 
emergence of a new disease.  These are 
pictures which should or will become familiar to our young 
people. 

♦ Newspapers are full of headline grabbing articles related 
to recent scientific discoveries or innovations, the latest 
advice or explanations regarding health issues, all sci-
ence!  Again talk about them, it is all about making pupils 
aware of the importance of science and the need of soci-
ety to understand what is going on. 

tion is the Project Task.  All 
students in the year group will 
be required to complete a 
2000 word project which is 
supported by an oral presenta-
tion. 
Successful completion of the 
Project can lead to an extra 
qualification which can be used 
as evidence for the WBQ. 
Throughout the key stage 
students will be supported by 
staff in the completion of the 
project which will be linked to 
aspects of coursework. Par-
ents can help by supporting 
their children throughout the 
task. 

Year 11 have enjoyed the one-
day workshop, presented by 
‘Open Minds’ that we have 
arranged for them over the 
last four years. 
We are now extending this 
provision to include year 9. 
On Friday 5th June Year 9 will 
s p end  t h e  d a y  w i t h 
Tom Barwood from the Open 
Minds Consultancy. The theme 
of the day is to support stu-
dents in tackling larger pieces 
of coursework. 
One of the most daunting 
aspects of  courses in Key 
Stage 4 is the completion of 
coursework. These extended 

pieces of work require careful 
planning  and organization of 
data as well as effective re-
search skills. Students often 
don’t know where to start on 
such large tasks. 

It reminds us of the riddle: 
Question: How do you eat an 
elephant? 

Answer: In small mouthfuls! 
This workshop will encourage 
students to be positive and 
creative when approaching 
such work across all of their 
courses in Key Stage 4. 
An important aspect of the 
Welsh Baccalaureate Qualifica-
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Ysgol Y Grango is committed to 
working with parents to ensure 
that students have all the  sup-
port they need to make good 
academic progress. 

 

If you wish to discuss your 
child’s progress please make an 
appointment to speak with 
their Year Progress Leader. 

 

Year 7 Mrs A Harris 

Year 8 & 9 Mrs C Corbally 

Year 10&11 Mr P Phillips 

From September 09 this will 
change to: 

Year 7 & 8 Mrs A Harris 

Year 9,10 & 11 Mrs C Corbally 

♦ When cooking, encourage accurate use of measuring 
equipment, masses, volumes, times, using units appropri-
ately, grams, cm3, minutes.  Essential skills for any scien-
tist in order to observe and record their findings. 

♦ Read the ingredients of household chemicals, bleach, 
shampoo, Calpol, ask if there are any familiar names or 
words, it is only with exposure to these terms that there 
is a base for understanding them.  Linked with this, look 
for hazard warning labels on the containers, identify the 
different types of hazard present and the chemical com-
pounds that cause it. 

♦ At night look at the stars! Even if it’s just to 
talk about how far away they are. 

♦ While watching ‘The Match’ talk about the 
speed of the ball, m/s, and the force it must hit the 
goalie with, N.  Sport can be linked to many areas of sci-
ence.  Moto racing—lap times, fuel economy, design of 
the car, all areas for discussion.  Even swimming lends 
itself to a chat regarding their swimsuits—streamlining, 
performance enhancing drugs, the material that is used, 
all science related topics. 

♦ The internet is a huge resource of information and per-
fect for pupils and their parents to research science, or 
use a new concept, books! 

Overall we all need to strive to encourage and enthuse the en-
quiring mind of our young people to want to find things out and 
understand science doesn’t just happen in school laboratories, 
and try to ensure the future scientists are nurtured and allowed 
to develop the enquiring skills and open mindedness needed to 
succeed. 


	April 09

	Issue 3

	Excellence for All 

	Excellence from All

	Ysgol Y Grango receives national recognition for Curriculum Development

	Receiving the WSSA commendation on behalf of the school

	Diary dates 

	for students 

	and parents

	Ysgol Y Grango 

	Academic Newsletter

	Science in the Home

	Helping Your Child to Develop an Understanding of Science.

	OPEN MINDS WORKSHOP

	Preparing Year 9 for Key Stage 4 Courses

	Page #

	Ysgol Y Grango 

	Academic Newsletter



<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



