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“Our Child Our Future”

Dear Parent/Guardian

As you are aware we are approaching a milestone in your child’s education.  In the near future your child will be required to finalise their choice of subject areas they would like to pursue in Key stage 4.  Unfortunately, it is not possible to give your child an open choice as a number of subjects will have to be studied as part of a core curriculum including:

· English

· Mathematics

· Science

· Welsh

· Physical Education

· Religious Education

· Careers

· Personal Social and Health Education

However, we are firmly committed to the principle of putting every child at the centre of what we do.  Subsequently, we are committed to presenting a curriculum that caters for the needs of each individual student as far as possible.

In view of this your child has already had several consultation meetings with members of staff in order to give him or her an opportunity to inform us of areas they might like to study next year.

The information presented in this booklet will inform you further and we invite you to join us in the process of consultation.

Yours sincerely
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K Evans (Mrs)

Headteacher

SECTION 1

THE YEAR 10/11 KS4 CURRICULUM

CWRICWLWM BLWYDDYN 10/11 CA4
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TYPES OF QUALIFICATIONS

MATHAU O GYMWYSTERAU

1.
GCSE

2.
Entry Level

GCSE
Pupils will sit GCSE examinations in summer 2010.  Most subjects have exams split into Tiers:-

Higher Tier (Grades A* - D)

Foundation Tier (Grades C – G)

Most subjects have coursework worth approximately 25% of the final mark.

To qualify for many courses in Further Education, Grades A – C are required.

Some subjects are Double Award GCSE, the equivalent of 2 GCSE qualifications.

Entry Level
Entry level courses are most suitable for less academic pupils

Entry level courses are modular (split into topics)

Entry level courses are taught in English, Maths, Science & Welsh
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The Year 10/11 (KS4) Curriculum

Cwricwlwm Blwyddyn 10/11 (KS4)
In Years 10/11 most pupils study 8 subjects

In June of Year 11 most pupils take 9 or 10 GCSE Examinations

Some pupils take exams at other times, eg; Entry Level, modular GCSE

All pupils need to obtain a range of qualifications that enable them to follow a variety of Further Education courses and career paths.  All pupils at Ysgol y Grango cover a Broad, Balanced Curriculum.

This means that some subjects are Core (Compulsory) and other subjects are Options (chosen).

Core Subjects

English

Maths

Science

Welsh

Religious Education

Physical Education

Careers

Personal, Social and Health Education

Subjects to choose from

Engineering

BTEC First Certificate in Sport

ICT

CACHE (Certificate in Childcare and Education)

French

Geography

Art

History

PE

Catering

Design Technology

English Language – Saesneg

· During years 10/11 pupils will be required to demonstrate their ability to:-

· Communicate clearly, adapting their writing for a wide range of purposes and audiences.

· Organise ideas into sentences, paragraphs and whole texts.

· Use accurate spelling and punctuation, and present work neatly and clearly.

· Use a wide vocabulary to express meaning.

· Read, with insight and engagement, making appropriate references.

· Select material appropriate to their purpose, collate materials from different sources, and make cross-references.

· Understand and evaluate how writers use language, structural and presentational devices to achieve their effects, and comment on the ways language varies and changes.

· Participate in discussion, expressing their own opinions and listening to others.

· Use standard English.

· Communicate clearly, structuring and organising their talk and adapting it to different situations.

Pupil Expectations

· Complete coursework assignments to the best of their ability and by the set deadline.

· Spend a significant amount of time working on assignments at home.

· Use class time efficiently.

· Undertake examination preparation conscientiously and work thoughtfully and thoroughly.

English Literature – Llenyddiaeth Saesneg

During Years 10 and 11 pupils will be required to demonstrate their ability to:-

· Respond to texts critically, sensitively and in detail, selecting suitable ways to convey their response using textural evidence as appropriate.

· Explore how language, structure and forms contribute to the meaning of texts; considering different approaches to texts and alternative interpretations.

· Explore relationships and comparisons between texts, selecting and evaluating relevant material.

Pupil Expectations
· Complete coursework assignments to the best of their ability and by the set deadline.

· Spend a significant amount of time working on assignments at home.

· Spend quality time reading the set texts at home.

· Revise thoroughly.

Mathematics – Mathemateg

During Year 10 and 11 pupils will have the opportunity to:

· Improve their problem solving skills and extend this to practical and investigative work

· Extend their mathematical concept building

Pupils will also be expected to:

· Draw upon their mathematical knowledge to perform the skills and operations necessary to achieve a required result.

The course has 2 tiers of entry, Higher and Foundation.

Entry Level is available for less academic pupils.

Pupil Expectations

· To bring a calculator to every lesson

· To bring correct equipment and books to lessons

· To complete homework on time

· Complete revision papers when required

· Fully revise for tests as part of homework

· Complete two courseworks

· Attend after school sessions when required to do so.

Science – Gwyddoniaeth
Most pupils in Year 10 will study a Double Science course, taking 20% of curriculum time and resulting in 2 GCSE qualifications.

The course and exam structure are totally different to previous years.

Pupils will study Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics and take GCSE Science at the end of Year 10 – giving one GCSE qualification.

Pupils will study the topics further and take GCSE Additional Science at the end of Year 11 – giving a second GCSE qualification.

In each year Practical Internal Assessment Tasks in Biology, Chemistry and Physics will be taken, contributing 25% of the total mark.

Entry Level Science will be studied by some pupils who benefit from a less academic course.

Pupil Expectations

· A positive and disciplined attitude towards practical tasks

· Pupil responsibility for keeping up to date with work in all subject areas

· Be properly equipped for lessons

· Complete all homework tasks on time and to a high standard

· Thorough preparation for examinations

Welsh Second Language – Cymraeg Ail Iaith

Pupils will be expected to show some ability in:

· Reading and understanding public signs, advertisements, newspaper headings

· Listening to and understanding informal/formal conversations

· Writing – different types of written work based on specific topics

· Speaking – to be able, in a variety of situations, to sustain themselves socially in a manner intelligible enough to a native speaker.

Pupils will be entered for either Higher or Foundation Level examination, dependent upon performance in Year 10 and Mock Examinations.  There is an element of modular coursework examinations which must be completed over the 2 Year course under teacher supervision.

Cymraeg – Disgwylir i’r disgyblion
· Darllen a deall; cyfarwyddiadau, arwyddion, hysbysebion, erthyglau papur newydd, a.y.b.

· Gwrando a deall; sgyrsiau ffurfiol ac anffurfiol

· Ysgrifennu mathau gwahanol o ddarnau yn seiliedog ar themâu penodol 

· Siarad yn rhwydd mewn sefyllfaoedd gwahanol

Bydd disgyblion y sefyll arholiad uwch neu arholiad sylfaenol ar sail en gwaith a chyflawniad yn ystad y ddwy flynedd.  Mae 6 darn o waith cwrs (gwerth 40% o’r marc terfynol) i’w cwblhâu cyn Gwanwyn Blwyddyn 11.

Welsh Entry Level

Pupils will follow a modular course which will consist of reading and oral work.  Pupils will be monitored and tested on a termly basis with a final examination in the Spring Term of Year 11.

Pupil Expectations

· Complete the 6 coursework elements to the best of their ability

· Revise purposefully for each exam

· Organise their work carefully

· Be positive and hardworking

· Have good attendance and punctuality

Religious Education – Addysg Grefyddol

Pupils in Year 10 will be following a GCSE full course in Religious Education.  This will be completed over two years with the grade achieved at the end of Year 10 counting towards the full GCSE at the end of Year 11.  There is no coursework component.

Pupils will study 3 major world faiths including Christianity and extend this knowledge by studying the ethical decision making process over a range of contemporary issues including racism, justice, euthanasia and war.

Pupil Expectations

· Pupils will be expected to think clearly and respectfully about faith traditions other than their own

· Complete homework thoroughly and in good time

· Be willing and able to state and understand equally valid, yet opposing viewpoints regarding ethical issues

· Develop skills in philosophical thinking and ethical awareness.

COMPULSORY CORE SUBJECTS

(NOT EXAMINED)

PYNCIAU CRAID GORFODOL

(DI ARHOLIAD)
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Personal, Social and Health Education/World of Work

Addysg Personol Cymdeithasol ac Iechyd/Byd Gwaith
This is a compulsory element of the curriculum which builds on work completed in the lower school.  All pupils will follow a teaching programme which will contribute to their personal development and raise their awareness of the responsibilities that accompany adulthood.

All pupils will be expected to:-

· Develop a greater awareness about the world of work, the demands of working life and Health and Safety.

· With guidance at all key stages reach informed decisions about training, education and employment.

· Develop determination to make the best of personal talents and opportunities

· Develop responses to questions of morality, personal values and relationships with others.

· Become more aware that good health is not just a matter of good luck.  There is a need to understand factors conducive to good health, acquire positive attitudes and act accordingly

· The important aspects of drugs and sex education are covered thoroughly

Pupil Expectations
· To be well prepared for lessons

· To participate in class discussion in a mature and sensible manner

· To be respectful of other peoples views

· To keep a well organised folder of work

Physical Education – Chwaraeon

Pupils will be expected to:

· Develop skills and knowledge in two activities over the Key Stage

· Develop an understanding of the principles of physical fitness and its practical applications to various sports

Pupil Expectations
· To come to lessons fully equipped to participate, in school recommended kit

· To work to the best of their ability in all aspects

· To show team spirit, co-operation and enthusiasm

SECTION 2

SUBJECTS TO CHOOSE FROM

PYNCIAU I’W DEWIS
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Engineering – Peirianwaith

This is a double GCSE award course which will help pupil’s knowledge, skills and understanding of a wide range of engineering disciplines such as mechanisms and electronics.  It will also give pupils the opportunity to develop a broad knowledge and understanding of the engineering industry, its organisation, products and processes through investigation, research and practical application.  

Course Summary

The course is split into 3 units

· Unit 1 Design and Graphical Communication

· Unit 2 Engineered Products

· Unit 3 Application of Technologies 

Units 1 and 2 are internally assessed.

Unit 3 is an 11/2 hour exam

Each unit is worth 1/3 of the total double GCSE award

Pupil Expectations

· To treat all equipment with care and respect.

· To complete coursework on time.

Design & Technology
This course enables candidates to demonstrate their design and technology capability, which requires them to combine skills with knowledge and understanding in order to design and make quality products.  

Pupils acquire and apply knowledge, skill and understanding through:-

· analysing and evaluating products and processes

· completing focused tasks to develop skills

· developing ideas, planning and producing products

Assessment

Written paper 
2 hour exam
40%

Coursework

60%

Pupil Expectations

· To treat all equipment with care and respect.

· To complete coursework on time.

BTEC First Certificate in Sport

This course is a BTEC First Certificate in Sport.  A pass is equivalent to 2 GCSEs, and it is particularly suited to those pupils who are considering a career in this field.

In this subject there will be the opportunity to gain experience in other activities such as coaching skills, first aid, and observing and evaluating players and officials.

Assessment is by pupils independently submitting completed assignments for each unit on a termly basis.  A pass of all assignments is a requirement.  At present 3 units of work are assessed from :

· Safety in Sport

· Sports Leadership

· Sports Performer

· Work Based project
The Department selects units for assessment based on numbers and pupil strengths and weaknesses.  In addition pupils may be offered the opportunity to sit a WJEC GCSE short or long course and fulfill requirements of a GCSE course.  Pupils are expected to have reached level 5 at the end of KS3 and have a good participation record.  

Within the Sports Leadership unit students are given an opportunity to gain a Sports Leaders UK Level 1 Award in Sports Leadership

From this combined Sport & Leisure/GCSE PE course, pupils can gain a possible total of 3 GCSEs.

Pupils Expectations

· To come to lessons fully equipped to participate, in school recommended kit

· To work to the best of their ability in all aspects

· To bring file of work to all lessons

· To complete and hand in homework on time

· To show team spirit, co-operation and enthusiasm

· To submit completed assignments on time

Cache
The course has been designed to enable pupils to acquire appropriate skills, knowledge and understanding of the development and care of children from conception to the age of five.  The syllabus content promotes an understanding of the social, emotional, physical and intellectual development of the child, and includes topics such as the following:-

· Social background and development

· Food for health

· Physical development

· Intellectual development

Pupil Expectations

· To bring correct equipment and files to lessons

· To complete homework to a good standard and on time

· To revise thoroughly for unit tests

I.C.T. (Information and Communication Technology – T.G.Ch.

Two courses are offered- DIDA (in the vocational option) and GCSE ICT.  Both courses require pupils to have a practical and theoretical knowledge of communicating information, handling data and spreadsheets modelling by using various software applications.  

The DIDA Course is divided into 4 units which can lead to the equivalent of 4 GCSEs.

The GCSE Course comprises three components:-

Two written examination papers – 40% of marks

Foundation tier – 11/2 hours for each paper

Higher tier – 2 hours for each paper

The GCSE course is also offered as a ‘twilight’ course.

Pupil Expectations

· To treat all ICT equipment with care and respect

· To use the internet properly, and use only the sites you have been given permission to use

· To meet coursework guidelines

French – Ffrangeg

Work covered in Years 10 and 11 is a combination of revision topics learnt in Years 7 to 9 and new themes.  French is really a five year course.  There are four areas of learning – speaking, listening, reading and writing.  Each is worth 25% of the final mark.  The writing task is completed through coursework only.

In each of the four areas there are examinations at Higher or Foundation level and these can be sat in any combination of Higher or Foundation papers.

French for your Future

French to GCSE level greatly impresses future employees as it shows you have the following skills.

· Ability to deduce things

· Ability to think for yourself

· Good listening skills

· Good communication skills

French is required for many positions, even the unexpected.

Entry level examination is also available for those students who prefer a modular based examination.

Pupil Expectations

· Complete all tasks set in school and for homework

· Participate in lessons using this opportunity to speak French

· To concentrate fully in order to gain the most from each lesson

· To meet coursework guidelines

· To build upon previous work, use marked work to monitor their own progress and be aware of levels and expectations for success.

Geography – Daearyddiaeth
In this course you will be expected to:

Explain your understanding of environments, both natural and man-made, and the processes which affect them

Show that you understand how people interact with their environment (eg; through agriculture, industry and urbanisation)

Show sensitivity to the environment and awareness of the contrasts between rich and poor nations.

Demonstrate a range of skills developed through practical and field work; observing, fact-finding and analysis, mapping, simple statistics and photographic interpretation.

Two exams at end of course, account for 75% of mark.

Coursework project during year 10 accounts for 25% of mark.

Pupil Expectations

· To organise and maintain a work file

· To meet coursework guidelines

· To complete homework to a good standard

· To revise thoroughly for tests and examinations.

Catering

This course has been designed to give pupils an opportunity to work with a range of foods in order to gain knowledge and understanding of the working characteristics of ingredients.

The syllabus has been divided into 4 compulsory units.

· Unit 1 – The Food Industry

· Unit 2 – Nutrition and Menu Planning

· Unit 3 – Food Production

· Unit 4 –Technological Developments

Summary of Assessment

The scheme of assessment comprises 2 components

Coursework – 60%

Two practical assessments – 40%

Work Experience project – 20%

Theory – 40%

One 2 hour paper. All questions are compulsory.  There are two tiered papers, pupils will sit one of these:

Foundation – Grades C – G

Higher – Grades A* - D

Pupil Expectations

· To participate regularly in practical lessons

· To complete coursework on time

· To revise thoroughly for unit tests

History – Hanes

In this GCSE course you will be expected to follow:

· An in-depth study – Germany 1919-1945

· A thematic study – Sport, Leisure and Tourism 1900

· A study in development – Health and Medicine 1345 onwards.

Internal Assessment

Two assignments:

· one focussing on the evaluation of evidence

· one focussing on historical interpretations

Pupil Expectations

· To complete classwork and homework to a good standard

· To complete coursework on time and to a good standard

· To revise thoroughly for tests and examinations.

Art, Craft & Design – Arlunio, Crefft a Dylunio

The GCSE Art and Design course focuses on three main areas – knowledge, skills and understanding.  It combines the academic study of art, craft and design with creative activities and the development of practical skills.

The purpose of the theory work is to help you gain a sound knowledge and understanding of art and design practices, both past and present.  You will be looking closely at pieces produced by other artists, exploring different styles and genres and investigating a whole range of materials, techniques and processes.

When it comes to producing your own work, you will then be able to draw upon what you have learned through this research and investigation.  It should provide you with inspiration, help you to make informed choices and encourage you to explore avenues you might not have considered before, as you work towards a final outcome.

Pupil Expectations

· To work independently as must as possible and establish a routine of continuing with coursework at home

· To maintain high standards and depth of study

· To be fully equipped with the required materials and tools at all times

· To be prepared to take on board working practices that will enhance experience and add range to coursework units.

Physical Education – Chwaraeon

This syllabus builds on the experience and skills gained in Key Stage 3 of the National Curriculum.  Assessment is both practical and theoretical.

The practical element accounts for 60% of the total.  Pupils will experience and be assessed in a wide variety of sports with four being submitted to the examiner for final assessment.  Pupils will undertake a practical moderation with the examiner.  Activities covered include:- football, rugby, netball, rounders, gymnastics, trampolining, badminton, exercise activities (ie; weight training) and athletics.

The theory element of the course covers physical fitness, principles of training, training methods, fitness testing, factors affecting participation, provision and performance, effects of exercise, nutrition and psychological factors influencing performance.  Pupils are expected to have reached level 5 at the end of KS3 and have a good participation

Summary of Assessment

Assessment of the theory aspect is over two examination papers comprising 40% of total.

Paper 1 – 1½ hours : A series of compulsory questions based on video extracts to test candidates knowledge and understanding of physical fitness and factors affecting performance

Paper 2 1½ hours : Compulsory questions covering all aspects of the course.

Pupil Expectations
· To come to lessons fully equipped to participate, in school recommended kit

· To work to the best of their ability in all aspects

· To bring file of work to all lessons

· To complete and hand in homework on time

· To show team spirit, co-operation and enthusiasm

· To recognise elements of the course but also on the theoretical aspects
YSGOL Y GRANGO SCHOOL
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